








RICHMOND 19, VA., NOVEMBER 18, 1946 


Call to Crusade 


E OF THE SOUTH today should be called upon to prove 
W our Christian profession by treating our Negro fellow- 
citizens, not only according to the Second Great Com- 
mandment, the Golden Rule, but according to the Third Great 
Commandment, which is to love one another as Christ loves us. 





This was—and is—a revolutionary social message, a part of the 
prophetic voice of the church. . . . The point of least re- 
sistance is to confine ourselves to the winning and nurture of 
Christians. . . . It is possible to drop into a church after 
contemplating the menacing social scene around us and hear a 
service that might have fitted the Middle Ages with no suggestion 
of the struggle going on around us as well as in the hearts of our 
people. . . . With the establishment of our new Committee 
on Christian Relations there is a new call to the whole church for 
a great moral crusade. . . . ‘Our nation needs a voice, a 
prophetic voice of spiritual power, a voice of individual persuasive - 
ness and moral and social passion. A voice as of old when a whole 
nation was called to repentance. From where can such a voice 
come except through the Christian Church?—P. FRANK PRICE, 


Former Missionary to China. (Article on page 5.) 
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Letters to the Editors 





Layman Calls for Audit of Church Records 





Wants Subject Discussed 


To the Editors: 

The membership of my church is about 
1,200. The offerings run into thousands 
of dollars, and yet the books of the treas- 
urer are never audited, although there are 
certified auditors who are members of this 
church who would be glad to go over the 
books if they were asked to do So. 

There is an undercurrent of dissatisfac- 
tion, but nothing specific is done to cor- 
rect the situation. In fact, it would be 
difficult, as the treasurer thinks it is not 
essential. Last year less than a third of 
our members pledged anything when the 
Every Member Canvass was made, 

I wonder if presbyteries would take the 
matter up and require audits to be made 
in all churches under their jurisdiction, at 
least by a competent member of the con- 
gregation. What can be done about han- 
dling trust funds? I will await with in- 
terest a discussion of this vital subject. 

AN INTERESTED LAYMAN. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—It would seem that 
any and every treasurer would demand 
that his records be examined each year 
for his own protection. If not, then it 
would appear to be only fair to all treas- 
urers for sessions to require such exami- 
nations routinely. Presbyteries might 
help. 


Christian Relations Committee 
To the Editors: 

Please call attention to the present ad- 
dress of the office of the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Christian Relations—Box 5094, 
Richmond, Va. 

J. H. MARION, JR., 


Richmond. Director. 


CARE Packages Now $10.00 


To the Editors: 

The price of the CARE Food Package is 
$10.00. This package formerly cost $15.00. 
This is a great saving and those who have 
been using it for the benefit of their 
friends and relatives in ‘Europe will be 
gratified. 

CARE: Cooperative for American Remit- 
tances to Europe, at 50 Borad Street, New 
York 4, N. Y., is a first-class relief agency. 
Church Worid Service, Inc., is one of the 
sponsoring agencies. Also, we of the War 
Relief Committee of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, recognize and indorse 
it. 

You will be interested to know that 
CARE buys concentrated foods from Army 
surplus and elsewhere and is able to de- 
liver these packages in a very short time. 
As I understand it, $10.00 will purchase a 
package of concentrated foods weighing 
in the neighborheod of forty pounds. We 
believe that this is the most effective 
method for Americans who have personal 
friends and relatives in Europe to use. 

EUGENE DANIEL. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Questions Challenge Fund 


To the Editors: 

The next Assembly will have before it 
a number of overtures asking for $150,- 
000 additional money for the Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief Commit- 
tee. Without opposing this proposal I 
suggest that it should be well considered 
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before the Assembly meets. The follow- 
ing phases of the issue occur to me: 

1. The increased askings for this cause 
will require readjustment of percentages 
for Assembly’s causes. All of us would like 
to see every cause receiving more funds. 
Will we want to increase funds for this 
one cause at the expense of others? 


2. If the C. E. and M. R. Committee is 
to receive an increase is it not more ur- 
gently needed to help retired ministers 
who are receiving only $50 per month as 
annuity? No retired minister can sup- 
port himself and wife on just that amount. 

3. It is proposed that part of this $150,- 
000 be apportioned to church colleges in 
the form of “challenge funds.” It is a 
general principle that the agency which 
pays the bills or part of them will surely 
exercise a measure of control over insti- 
tutions aided. In another denomination 
recently a church-related school which re- 
ceived a very small per cent of its sup- 


port fund from a central agency was by 
that central agency put under strong 
pressure as to changes in policy. The 
“challenge fund” plan is now being used 
with our seminaries. Is there peril in it, 
and would there be greater peril involved 
in extending the plan to our church col- 
leges? 

This writer is keenly sensible of the 
need of more and better men for the gos- 
pel ministry and of men and women for 
missionary service, and most earnestly de- 
sires to see a more effective recruiting 
program in operation, and is intensely 
anxious to see our church colleges re- 
ceiving much more adequate support. He 
is not fully sold on the wisdom of the 
plan proposed in these overtures. Others, 
too, may want more light. 

CHAS, S. RAMSAY. 
Lynnville, Tenn. 


Got the Point 


To the Editors: 

Does any one who really preaches the 
gospel ever let people alone? (Editors’ 
comment in Letters, Nov. 3.) 

J. A. CHRISTIAN. 
Amelia, Va. 





An Open Letter to Elders and Deacons On- 





The Minister’s Car 


Isn’t it about time that you elders, dea- 
cons and members of our churches waked 
up to the fact, that your pastor’s car is 
just as essentially a part of your church 
equipment as your building, organ, pianos, 
furnace and the like? 

It has a vital place in the life of your 
church. It is used not just on Sundays 
and a few times in the week. It is used 
every day, night and day, to carry for- 
ward the work of the Kingdom. It makes 
possible for your minister in pastoral 
visiting, to cover a wide area in the 
shortest time possible, and to meet 
promptly emergency calls. It is a con- 
stant moving foree for mercy, righteous- 
ness and loving-kindness. It is an es- 
sential part of the life of the modern 
church. 

And what is true of the local congre- 
gation is much more true of the mission 
field where one minister is expected to 
cover the needs and calls of a widely 
seattered area. 

You, as a Christian business man or 
woman, would not ask your 
minister or missionary to build and main- 
tain your church building or equipment. 
That is a part of the financial program 
of every church. All of you generously 
share in this. But how about that au- 
tomobile used in the work of the King- 
dom? Do you share there? 

there are 


consecrated 


Thank God, numbers of 
churches which do help to furnish and 
maintain the car of their minister or mis- 
sionary. Unfortunately, they are in the 
minority. So many of our men are hav- 
ing to carry the heavy cost of car pur- 
chase and maintenance out of their own 
salaries. 

Face the facts of the cost and mainte- 
nance of an automobile in constant use 
and service. From actual experience, I 
know that the cost of purchase and main- 
tenance of a low priced car averages 
around $500-$600 a year. This, of ourse, 
includes running expenses, depreciation, 
insurance and replacements. One of my 
friends, who has a large fleet of cars used 
by his traveling men, and who keeps 
books on every one of his cars, says that 
this estimate is a very reasonable one. 

Your minister gives, as you do, to every 


phase of the life of your church. He has 
unnumbered calls upon him for charity 
which come to him because he is your 
representative. Is it fair to him to ask 
him to shoulder, in addition, the expense 
of $500-$600 a year, to purchase and main- 
tain a car, which is used almost exclu- 
sively for the good of your church or 
mission? 

A minister has dedicated his life to a 
holy calling. He does not decide his calls 
on the basis of salary offered. Often he 
declines a call offering a salary much 
larger than the one he is receiving. He 
gives his life, his means, his all, to the 
service of God and mankind. All he asks 
is a fair living, in proportion to his field 
and his many calls of service. 

After the years of war, cars are prac- 
tically worn out. Some of our men have 
already gone into debt for repairs on their 
old cars. 

With the increased cost of living, the 
financia] future of a great many of our 
ministers is very dark. What are you, 
the officers and members of our beloved 
Southern Presbyterian Church, going to 
do about it? 

I am an honorably retired minister and 
I cannot be charged with any selfish mo- 
tive in writing this. Those of us who 
are retired are out of the picture, as far 
as this open letter is concerned, except 
as we have opportunity to help our 
brother ministers in their work. 

But you officers and members of the 
church are very much in the picture. It 
is up to you to take some action now, the 
sooner the better. You are the only ones 
to do it. Your minister is the one who 
leads in all matters both spiritual and 
financial which concern your church. In 
his own financial needs he is dependent, 
solely, upon the fairmindedness and gen- 
erosity of his people. I beg you please 
to do something about this, and do it at 
once. Even a partial help would be bet- 
ter than no help at all. But why not 
do it right? 


NAME WITHHELD. 


More Letters p. 19 
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WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT, JR. 





Cc. DARBY FULTON 


TO FAR EAST—Dr. Elliott, who is pastor of the Highland Park church, Dallas, 
and Dr. Fulton, executive secretary of Presbyterian Foreign Missions, are on 
their way to China, Japan and Korea, where they will survey conditions. Dr. 
Elliott is a member of the executive committee of Foreign Missions and he, 
with Dr. Fulton, will make recommendations to the committee upon their re- 


turn in approximately four months. 
go first to Shanghai. 


Sailing from New Orleans, the two will 
On the trip Dr. Elliott will serve as correspondent for 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 





Church Related Schools to 
Get Surplus Federal Buildings 


Washington, D. D. (RNS).——Church- 
related institutions of higher learning 
stand to benefit by a Civilian Produc- 
tion Administration order which grants 
blanket permission to the Federal 
Works Agency to convert more than 
$70,000,000 worth of surplus war-built 
government buildings into urgently 
needed college classrooms, laboratories, 
and other educational facilities for vet- 
erans. 


Irish Presbyterian Clergymen 
Forbidden to Hold Public Office 


Belfast, Northern Ireland, (RNS, By 
Wireless ).—Clergymen of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in Ireland must give their 
whole time to church work and will no 
longer be permitted to hold public ap- 
pointments or sit as members of the 
Northern Ireland parliament, accord- 
ing to a decision of the General Assem- 
bly at a special session here. 

The decision was approved despite 
objections by the Rev. Dr. William Cor- 
key, former Minister of Education, and 
now a member of the Ulster Senate. An- 
other Presbyterian clergyman who holds 
government office is the Rev. Robert 
Moore, Minister of Agriculture. 


It is thought that Dr. Corkey and 
Mr. Moore may be permitted to finish 
their terms of office, but hereafter no 
Presbyterian minister will be allowed 
to hold any public appointment ‘un- 
less of a casual kind” or as a chaplain, 
without specific consent by governing 
authorities of the Presbyterian Church. 


Ministers Seek to Clean Up 
Gambling Spots by Mail 


Bedford, Ind. (RNS).—Protestant 
clergymen here have started a drive to 
clean up the city’s gambling spots by 
mail. Following refusal of Mayor Paul 
Lostutter to move against the gambling 
establishments, because ‘“‘the people of 
Bedford don’t want a cleanup,” the ten 
members of the ministerial associa- 
tion adopted a plan to change his mind. 

Each week the ministers call for ten 
volunteer letter writers. The volunteers 
pledge to write three letters apiece du- 
ring the week—one to Mayor Lostutter, 
one to Sheriff’ Lester Hayes, and one to 
Stewart Riley, editor and publisher of 
the Bedford Daily Times-Mail. 

The scheme will be kept up, with new 
volunteers called for each week, until 
the ministers are satisfied the mayor 
has been convinced and takes action. 
Editor Riley said he will publish all the 
signed letters received at his office. 


San Antonio Church’s 
Effort Is Highlight of 


Texas Synod Meeting 


Centennial Celebration Sees $118,000 
Contributed as Thank Offering 


. 

San Antonio’s First church, while 
host to the Synod of Texas, provided the 
chief inspiration of its recent meeting. 
Celebrating its 100th anniversary, the 
church set for itself certain definite 
goals—the renovation of the sanctuary, 
the renewed fidelity of the membership’ 
in worship and service, completion of a 
history of the church, the establishment 
of a new congregation, and the raising 
of a thank offering amounting to $1,000 
for each year of the church’s life— 
$100,000. The congregation surpassed 
the goal by $18,000, giving $20,000 for 
remodeling its church plant, $20,000 to 
the new Gracé church to aid in construc- 
tion of its building, and $78,000 (with 
$12,000 yet to come) to the Texas Pres- 
byterian Educational Fund. Announce- 
ment of this achievement at an evening 
session when the Assembly’s Moderator, 
Dr. Green, spoke on “The Value of the 
Church in a Community,” was the high 
spot of the meeting. P. D. Miller, the 
host church’s pastor, was elected mod- 
erator of Synod. 

At this meeting it was learned that 
Austin College is crowded with 575 stu- 
dents and has many new faculty mem- 
bers; Austin Seminary has more stu- 
dents than ever before, will feature Paul 
Scherer, H. Shelton Smith and B. Frank 
Hall as mid-winter lecturers (D. Elton 
Trueblood in 1948); Tex-Mex Industrial 
Institute, with more Mexican boys re- 
fused admission than are enrolled, has 
seen its annual receipts cut in half while 
living costs have skyrocketed. The pos- 
sible merging of Schreiner Institute and 
the Westminster Encampment at Kerr- 
ville was discussed but postponed for a 
year, 


Montreat Overture 


The General Assembly was overtured 
to appoint an ad interim committee to 
inquire into the management of the 
Mountain Retreat Association and Harry 
M. Moffett was nominated as the synod’s 
trustee. Special emphasis is to be placed 
on Tex-Mex and Pres-Mex schools and 
also on student work in churches near 
college campuses during the coming 
year. An ad interim committee will 
study these matters. The student work 























Radio preacher for Sunday, November 
24, over a Southwide network is Ben 
L. Rose, pastor of the Central church, 
Bristol, Va. Mr. Rose will speak on the 
Presbyterian Hour at 8:30 A. M. (EST) 
on “The Bravest Thing in Life.” 





committee was changed from a_ sub- 
committee to an executive committee. 

Fifty deacons met concurrently with 
synod on one day to hear of the needs 
and opportunities of the synod’s educa- 
tional institutions, to study tithing and 
the extension work of the churches in 
Corpus Christi, and to hear of the 
opportunities and _ responsibilities of 
deacons, under the leadership of L. Roy 
Klein of the Highland Park church, 
Dallas 

A report on Social and Moral Welfare, 
calling for maximum production and 
full employment with at least a mini- 
mum annual wage, was adopted unani- 
mously. The report also calls for recog- 
nition of responsibility of labor and in- 
dustry to afree. unabating effort to im- 
prove publiv, industrial and rural health 
“and working; conditions. In a section 
on education, the report declares, ‘“‘The 
stark tragedy of our time in this field 
is the gulf between the instruction our 
youth receive in public schools and the 
deep realities of the Christian faith.’ 

To remedy cthese educational defects, 
the syned called for strengthening Sun- 
day schools, Bible teaching in connec- 
tion with public schools, week-day in- 
struction ‘‘that -will look toward the 
ultimate estabtishment of a full edu- 
cational program from 
through college.” 


kindergarten 


The 1947 meeting of synod will be 
held in conjunction with the meeting of 
the Presbyterian, USA, synod if possible. 
If not then, arrangements are to be 
made for 1948. 


THOMAS W. CURRIE, JR. 
Fort Worth. 
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Sockman In St. Louis Meeting 
Asks for Greater Cooperation 


St. Louis, (RNS)——Governments of 
the world cannot be expected to work 
together until the religious leaders of 
all three faiths set an example of co- 
operation and conference instead of re- 


sorting to controversy and 
Ralph W. Sockman, pastor of Christ 


Methodist church, New York, told 14,- 
000 persons attending an interdenomi- 
Rally in Kiel 
His address was en- 
Protestant Plea to Men of 


national Reformation 
Auditorium here, 
titled “A 


Good Will.” 


Dr. Sockman said cooperation can be 
effective only in ah atmosphere of mu- 
tual respect and trust, and warned of 1 


“third global war’ 


” 


world peace. 


“Enlightened laymen of the various 
faiths must wonder why the clergy and 
hierarchy often fail to join in concerted 
efforts to cure such common evils as 
juvenile delinquency, organized vice, 
and social injustice,’’ Dr. Sockman said. 


Asserting that Jewish and Protestant 
groups frequently get together to share 


conflict, 


which would dis- 
olve civilization unless the churches of 
all faiths unite in a common goal of 
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their views, the Methodist leader added: 
‘“‘As a Protestant I would like to see this 
conference principle extended to, and 
accepted by, my Roman Catholic 
brethren. Without such sharing, there 
will continue the practice of each group 
getting its information about the other 
from its own sources or even from 
spurious writings. And without frank 
and brotherly conference, differences be- 
tween religious groups so often deteri- 
orate into public controversy.” 


Dr. Sockman asserted that the only 
means of safeguarding our society from 
the seeds of Communism is by cultivat- 
ing Christian and democratic institu- 


tions. 


“If we let Russia alone,’’ he said, ‘‘it 
will drift from its present Communism, 
for Communism can only flourish where 
people have their noses to the grind- 
stone.”’ 


“This summer in Russia as I watched 
the crowds queued up at the churches, 
seeking the bread of life which Commu- 
nism is not giving them,’’ Dr. Sockman 
giated, ‘‘I wondered how much of the 
Communistic revolt might have been 
averted if the established church in the 
day of the,Czars had not abused its 
power by intolerance.” 





WHO IS RIGHT? 


Archbishop of York Warns 
Against Mixed Marriages 





London. (RNS, By Wireless)—Angli- 
with 
Roman Catholics were warned by the 
Archbishop of York, Dr. Cyril F. Gar- 
bett, against signing any pledge that the 
children of such unions would be raised 


cans contemplating marriage 


as Roman Catholics. 


The Archbishop, speaking before the 
full synod of the Convocation of York, 
described the conditions imposed on the 
non-Catholic marriage partner by the 
Roman Catholic Church as ‘‘humiliat- 
ing.”” He particularly scored a state- 
ment printed in Latin on the reverse of 
the marriage document, and signable by 


both parties, which, he said, pledged 
the Roman Catholic to do everything in 
his power to induce the other party to 
embrace “the true faith.’’ 

Signing such documents, the Arch- 
bishop said, ‘‘means that Anglican 
parents married to Roman Catholics are 
deprived of their right to influence the 


spiritual and religious upbringing of 


their children, It means disloyalty -to 
the church of their baptism. 


“Neither Anglican nor Roman Cath- 
olic should be intimidated by any warn- 
ings or threats that a mixed marriage 


in one of our churches would be invalid. 


It would not, indeed, be recognized by 
the Roman Catholic Church, but it 
would be a marriage in the sight of God 
and in accordance with laws of both the 


church and the state.” 


Catholic Bishop Defends 
Church’s Rigid Requirement 


London. (RNS, By Wireless)——The 
Roman Catholic Church does not want 
mixed marriages, but for reasons differ- 
ent from those cited by Dr. Cyril Forster 
Garbett, Archbishop of York, according 
to the Most Rev. Peter E. Amigo, Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Southwark. 


Preaching in the Church of St. Mary 
Star of the Sea, at Hastings, Bishop 
Amigo challenged a statement by Dr. 
Garbett at the Convocation of York that 
conditions imposed on the non-Catholic 
in mixed marriages are “humiliating.”’ 
He said: , 


“We want the faith to be strong in 
the hearts of Catholic people, and feel 
that faith is weakened by mixed mar- 
riages. If there are mixed marriages, 
we rightly insist, and shall continue to 
insist, that all children be brought up 
as Catholics and the Protestant party 
shall not interfere with the religion of 
the Catholic party.’’ 


Bishop Amigo deplored the prevalence 
of mixed marriages, saying that in St. 
Mary Star of the Sea parish twenty out 
of twenty-three marriages in the past 
year had been mixed, 


When Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Richard Downey of Liverpool was ques- 
tioned regarding Dr, Garbett’s state- 
ment, he was reported to have replied 
that “the Archbishop of York’s remarks 
are not worth commenting upon.” 
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The Larger Prophetic Mission of the Church 


By P. FRANK PRICE 


N A RECENT EDITORIAL in the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, L. N. B.* writes, quoting in part, ‘““‘To some it 
seems desirable to have the church make pronounce- 

ments on social and moral problems and then for the 
church to lobby for the enactment of this position. To 
others it seems wise to have the church center its efforts 
on men and women, these Christian citizens in turn to 


make their impress on the moral order. We earnestly 
contend that social, racial, economic and moral issues must 
be met on the ground of the individual. There is no 


agency but the church to preach the redeeming grace 
of God. We feel every effort of the church should be 
directed toward the winning and nurturing of Christians-— 
new-born individuals in Christ. A changed social order 
will come through such individuals and in no cther way.” 

We all agree that the supreme emphasis of the church 
is upon the winning and nurture of the individual. But 
when the writer of the above (whom I know and love) 
contends that every effort of the church should concen- 
trate upon the individual he is surely losing sight of an 
important part of the prophetic mission of the church. The 
church is, or ought to be, a light that shines before men, 
the salt of human society and the leaven that leavens the 
whole lump. And unless the church has before her the 
vision of her wider prophetic ministry, she surely cannot 
fulfill the mission of becoming light, salt and leaven. 

“Cry Aloud, Spare Not’’ 

The prophets of the Old Testament spoke both to the 
individual and to the nation. They were much concerned 
with the sins of organized society. ‘Comfort ye, com- 
fort ye my people” was only a part of their message. The 
other side of the shield was, ‘‘Cry aloud, spare not, lift 
up thy voice like a trumpet, and declare unto my people 
their transgressions and unto the house of Jacob their 
sins.’”” The prophets rebuked kings. They prophesied not 
only against the sins of their own people but against the 
sins of other nations also. Recall the prophecies of Isaiah 
and Amos. They spared none. Toward such social sins 
as we have today they were the voice of God which rulers 
and people alike heard to their eternal advantage or re- 
jected at their everlasting peril. ‘I have appointed thee 
a prophet unto the nations.” 

John the Baptist, the last of the Old Testament pro- 
phets, was powerful in his denunciation of hypocrisy and 
iniquity in high places. ‘Ye offspring of vipers, who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruits worthy of repentance.’”’ He preached so- 
cial justice. He rebuked a king. And yet the heart of 
his message was, ‘“‘Behold the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world.” 


Jesus Came to Save—and to Destroy 


Jesus, the greatest of all prophets, executes the office of 
a prophet, as our Shorter Catechism says, ‘in revealing 
to us by his word and Spirit the will of God for our sal- 
vation.”” But he also spoke to the unregenerate society of 
his day as ‘‘an evil and adulterous generation.”’ 

He so admonished the smug and self-satisfied people of 
his native town that they, angered by his rebuke, took 
him. He pronounced goes against Chorazin, Bethsaida, 
him. He pronounced woes against Chorazin, Bethesaida, 
and Capernaum. With the fiery indignation of an Old 
Testament prophet he broke up the vested interests that 
were defiling the temple of God. He ‘‘looked around about 
with anger’’ upon a hostile company who would oppress 
an afflicted and defenseless woman, when he knew that 
they would turn against him. He was scathing in his 
final rebuke of the hypocritical and unrepentant scribes 
and Pharisees—but in deep sorrow of heart. The thun- 





*Dr. L. Nelson Bell, former medical missionary to China, 
now at Montreat. 





P. FRANK PRICE 
“The hearers need more courage than comfort”’ 


Dr. Price has long been one of the stalwarts 
of the church. For 51 of his 82 years he served 
as a missionary to China, where he exerted a 
great influence both as a teacher and as an evange- 
list. While on furlough in this country, in 1937, 
he was elected moderator of the General Assem- 
bly. Since his return here in 1941 on account of 
the war he has made his home in Florence, S. C. 





derstorm of his righteous wrath was followed by a rain 
of tears. 

At his trial he was led as a lamb to the slaughter and 
as a sheep before its shearers, so he opened not his mouth 
in the face of personal insult and shame and spitting. 
But twice he did speak with rebuke and remonstrance, in 
both cases before rulers, one ecclesiastical and the other 
civil. When in the court of the high priest he was smit- 
ten in the face he was not dumb in the acceptance of this 
public wrong: “If I have done evil bear witness of the 
evil, but if well why smitest thou me?” To Pilate he 
said, ‘“‘He that delivered me unto thee hath the greater 
sin.”” In this he boldly tells Pilate of his sin in condemn- 
ing him, but at the same time he said that the high priest 
had committed the greater public wrong. And to this 
representative of world empire he says, what is deeply 
significant from the point of view of social and public 
wrong-doing, “To this end have I been born and to this 
end came I into the world that I might bear witness to 
the truth.”” He who came to seek and to save that which 
is lost came also to destroy the works of the devil. The 
witness against evil wherever found is a larger aspect of 
his prophetic ministry. 


The Apostles Understood 
Our Lord had said, ‘As my Father hath sent me, even 
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so send I you The disciples were commissioned to make 
disciple of all nations. At the same time they, like their 
Lord, rebuked the evil deeds, especially of those who 
caused others to sin. The Apostle Peter boldly declared 
in his address at Pentecost, ‘‘Him by the hand of lawless 
men ye have crucified and slain.’”’ James was like one 
of the prophets of old when he rebuked rich and self-seek- 
ing employers of labor. The Apostle John in the Revela- 
tion sharply distinguishes between right and wrong in the 
world, and pictures the terrible ending of a degenerate 
and unrepentant human society. 


Paul’s Social Passion 


The Apostle Paul was in a somewhat different category 
as a foreign missionary, as are foreign missionaries in other 
lands today. Being an alien and a guest he was under 
some restriction in regard to plain speaking about publie 
wrongs. Nevertheless Paul had a social passion, as Dr. 
Holmes Rolston shows in his thoughtful book, The Social 
Message of the Apostle Paul. This social passion some- 
times bursts into flame as when he denounced Elymas the 
sorcerer, when he demanded an apology from the rulers of 
Phillipi because of the violation of his and Silas’ civil 
rights, and when he protested against the insult he re- 
ceived while on trial before the Sanhedrim. When he ad 
dressed Governor Felix and his company he spoke of right- 
ousness, self-control and judgment to come.” No soft 
doctrines these. In all of these instances there is the pro 
phetic note of warning and rebuk« 

In regard to Paul’s social message among alien peo- 
ples there are three things to be noted, all revolutionary: 
(1) He paints social sins in black colors, as in the first 
chapter of Romans and in the First Epistles to the Corinth- 
ians. And in his letter to Titus when he astutely quotes 
one of the Cretan poets to the effect that ‘‘the Cretans are 
always liars, evil beasts, idle gluttons.’” The Apostle adds, 
“This testimony is true; for this cause rebuke them 
sharply.”’ (2) The Apostle’s aim was by Christian nur- 
ture and rigid church discipline to build up Christian com- 
munities whose lives of uprightness and integrity would 
be a rebuke to the heathenism around them. (3) To de- 
velop an international and interracial Christian brotherhood 
which should know no discrimination of race or class, as 
though we of the South today should be called upon to 
yy treating our Negro fel- 


prove our Christian profession 
low-citizens, not only according to the Second Great Com- 
mandment, the Golden Rule, but according to the Third 
Great Commandment, which is to love one another as Christ 
loves us. This was——and is—-a revolutionary social mes 
sage, a part of the prophetic voice of the church. 


What Has the Church to Say’? 


o show that 


All of these facts and factors surely go 
the prophets of old, and our Lord himself and his apos- 
tles, while having as the burden of their message the gos- 
pel of redemption, were not forgetful of the organized 
evils of society in their day. Toward the individual there 
was the voice of entreaty; toward society the voice of warn- 
ing and rebuke What of our day? The forces of evil 
were never so strong and defiant, so well organized nor 
so contemptuous of the Christian Church as a neglible fac- 
tor, as they are today. Has the church no word to say 
about this? Are we going to take their bold and defiant 
challenge lying down? Are we going on winning sinners 
and nurturing believers with no word of protest or warn- 
ing? They would like to have it that way. They say 
in effect, ‘‘You let us attend to our own business, nefarious 
though you think it is, and you go on preaching the ‘sim- 
ple gospel’ and we will call it a truce.” 

The organized forces of unrighteousness are producing 
motion pictures that are warping and defiling the thought 
life of our youth. They are flooding the popular magazines 
with alluring liquor advertisements for all the family to 
read. The liquor magnates are not bothering with those 
who already have the drink habit. They are making a 
drive to induce our young people to become ‘‘moderate 
drinkers’”’ and so they will be assured of a large number 
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of customers among the rising generation when their trade 
will be assured. Vested interests are profiting from the 
xeneral laxity in marriag and divorce. Let a uniform law 
for the whole country be proposed——a much-to-be-desired 
reform—for the delaying of hasty marriages and the curb- 
ing of divorce, and there will be a fight to the finish by 
the divorce courts of Nevada and Florida, and by unscrupu- 
lous lawyers throughout the land. Organized greed and 
avarice are infilirating into our homes and inducing our 
young people to fall into sin. Of such Jesus said, ‘“‘Whoso 
shall cause one of these little ones that believe in me to 
stumble, it is more profitable for him that a millstone 
should be hanged about his neck and that he should be 
sunk in the middle of the sea.’”’ Some may say that a 
Christian home life is the answer. That is indeed a funda- 
mental factor in developing a Christian social order. But 
when we pray for ourselves and our children, ‘‘Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil’’ surely we 
must do our part to bring about an answer to that prayer! 


They Prayed for Courage 


Some have stressed the need of a ministry of comfort. 
One has gone so far as to say that the chief business of 
the preacher is to comfort the people of God. There is.a 
perennial need for comfort, but as we read our New Testa- 
ment we find that the believers of the early church prayed 
for courage rather than comfort Some hearers may be 
self-deceived in appropriating to themselves a comfort to 
which they are not entitled, for the receiving of which 
they have not fulfilled the conditions. It was told of Dr. 
Russell Cecil, longtime pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
Chureh in Richmond, that he was preaching a series of 
sermons on the Ten Commandments. When he was speak- 
ing of the Eighth Commandment, ‘‘Thou shalt not steal,’’ 
he paused, looked down the front aisle and said, ‘‘Do not 
” Afterwards, 
one of his men came to him and advised him to let eco- 


steal in making your income tax returns. 


nomic problems alone and confine himself to the simple 
preaching of the gospel! 

In almost every large congregation there are men who 
are engaged in businesses of one sort or, another which 
make for social degradation or moral degeneration, col- 
lecting rents, for example, from unsanitary and unlivable 
homes. Jiow much courage and tact is needed by a pas- 
tor in such a case. But that is only by the way. The im- 
mediate point is that both our pastors and our people 
need to be aroused, informed, educated and inspired with 
new zeal concerning the social and moral problems that 
are pressing upon us like an all-engulfing flood. The point 
of least resistance is to confine ourselves to the winning 
and nurture of Christians. Some have divided the parties 
in the Episcopal Church into three, “the high and dizzy, 
the broad and hazy, the low and lazy.’’ These generaliza- 
tions are suggestive. We do not intend to be broad and 
hazy, nor need we be low and lazy. But it is possible to 
drop into a church after contemplating the menacing social 
scene around us and hear a service that might have fitted 
ihe Middle Ages with no suggestion of the struggle going 
on around us as well as in the hearts of our people. That 
is the easier attitude, the point of least resistance. It 
would have been easier for Jesus if he had not resisted 
the Pharisees. We need a great volume of prayer and a 
great awakening. We need to grow in grace and win souls 
for Christ.° And we need also a conception of the larger 
prophetic ministry of the church that has to do with so- 
ciety as well as with the individual. 


Assembly’s Committee Established 


In recognition of this wider prophetic ministry of the 
hureh we have had the establishment of the General As- 
sembly’s Permanent Committee on Social and Moral Wel- 
fare. Many will recall the amount of opposition that this 
committee has had to encounter, now for about ten years 
or more. One year they confined their report to a keen 
and incisive exposition of the Ten Commandments, with ap- 
plication to the social conditien of today, and even that 
had some difficulty in getting through. 
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and state, while we hope and pray that more Christian 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


There have been two main objections. 
church might be drawn into politics, “lobbying” as L. N. 
B. expresses it. There is no sign of our 
ing our historic position of the separation of the church 


OUTLOOK 
One is that the 


7 


to repentance and the turning of our nation back to God. 
Now that the Committee on Social and Moral Welfare has 


chureh abandon- been merged into the Committee on Christian Relations, 


with full-time director and with office and equipment for 
all-year activity, there is a new call to the whole church 


citizens like Woodrow Wilson may enter politics with a for a great moral crusade. 
Christian spirit and purpose. The other main cause of 


opposition has been the fear of cooperation with the Fed- 


eral Council of Churches. 


cooperation with even Roman Catholics and Jews and un- 
believers, surely we can cooperate with our Protestant 


brethren, among whom are millions of 


evangelical believ- 
ers of high purpose, in a war against the evil forces which 


To an increasing number within 
our church it appears reasonable and right that, whereas 
we could wage a war against the forces 


Preachers of Repentance 


How we need the prophetic voice today! Moses was ‘as 


of aggression in God’ to Pharoah, Nathan was an accusing conscience to 


uttered a warning 


men which one of them at least never forgot. 


King David, and John the Baptist was a ‘“‘voice’’ that was 
heard by the nation and by Herod on his throne. Stephen 
accusation against his fellow-country- 


(“It is hard 


would destroy both our church and our nation. for thee to kick against the goad.’’ The wider call will 


One of our modern prophets who has lead the crusade often win individual 
against social evils as chairman of the 


Committee on So- 


of Geneva and Knox 


‘alvin was the conscience 
of Scotland. John Wesley changed 


converts. 


cial and Moral Welfare is Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby of Atlanta. the course of English history. Preachers of repentance 
He and others who have steered a steady course in pre- have had much to do with whatever of vitai religion we 


senting these masterly reports on social conditions and 
the social obligation of the church are worthy of honor and 
recognition. We would that their reports might have been 
more highlighted in the accounts of the General Assem- 


bly’s proceedings. 


of study for our ministers in preparation of a new eall 


These reports make a worthy volume 


have in America today. 

Our nation in our generation needs a voice, a prophetic 
voice of spiritual power, a voice of individual persuasive- 
ness and moral and social passion. A voice as of old when 
a whole nation was called to repentance. From where can 
such a voice come except through the Christian Church? 


Youth Must Overcome the Lag 


ISS MARJORIE PATTERSON’S 

article in THE OUTLOOK of 

August 19 seemed to me like a 
spur against the side of a horse not 
headed in any particular direction. Her 
letter in the Oct. 14 number supplies 
the direction. Both of her contributions 
and that of Miss Monica Jackson (Sep*. 
2) provoke much serious thought. 

Thank God for the restlessness of 
youth when it is coupled with love and 
loyalty to Christ and concern for his 
church. 

I believe that what she says about our 
church and Negro work needs to be 
pressed until there is some action. 

As to the items listed under “Il. (a), 
(b), (ce), (d),’”’ (Oct. 14th letter), my 
experience and _ observation during 
twenty-five years in the ministry do not 
support these theses. 


The problem of dogmatism is a tongh 
one, with which she may be destined to 
struggle for a long time. Any definite 
expression of religious conviction is in- 
evitably dogmatic, because religion must 
speak with authority, or it means noth- 
ing. . . . People change their religious 
convictions slowly because they have 
staked their souls on them. 

What she means by the “‘narrowness 
of conception of the Christian message’’ 
is not quite clear; but if she is alluding 
to the occasionally heard exhortation, 
by apostrophe, to ministers to stick to 
“preaching the gospel,’’ rather than 
emphasizing the social teachings of 
Jesus, I think she has grounds for com- 
plaint. But let her distinguish between 
the church with her creedal statement 
and the individual members of the 
church who express their feelings in 

*Mr. Farrior is pastor of the Pink 
Hill, N. C., church, 


By N. P. FARRIOR 


these outbursts. If our creedal state- 
ment does not give emphasis to the 
social teachings of Jesus, it is not only 
because it was written a long time ago, 
but because it is a confession of FAITH, 
und not a program for a crusade; yet 





the germ of such emphasis is there, as, 
for instance, in the interpretation of the 
Sixth Commandment in the Shorter 
Catechism. And there is certainly no 
prohibition or limitation of such em- 
phasis in the Confession of Faith or the 
Book of Chureh Order. The annual re- 
port of our Committee on Social and 
Moral Welfare as adopted by the Gen- 
eral Assembly is the church speaking 
officially now. 

The church is not static. Individuals 
or groups within the church who be- 
come static are left, like Lot’s wife, 
pillars of salt in the desert. That does 
not mean that anyone has to give up 
any iruth in order to be progressive. Noa 
truth ever becomes obsolete or contia- 


dicts another truth; but in the realm of 





religion, truths are so complex that 
scareely any one truth is ever completely 
conceived or adequately expressed. That 
is true in other fields. The adaptation 
of our minds and our lives to the en- 
larged conception of truth and to the 
discovery of previously unknown truth 
is progress. 

Miss Pettersen’s difficulty, considered 
largely, seems to be the same that every 
ardent soul meets: The masses of in- 
dividual Christians are slow to under- 
stand, and live up to, the teachings of 
‘hrist, Every pastor carries its weight 
on his heart. It is what Dr. Courtenay 
set forth in his article in THE OUT- 
LOOK of Sept. 18. If the church were 
trimmed to the size it would have, if 
reformed to conform to his specifica- 
tions, it would be a very small church, 


and most ministers and directors of re- 
ligious education would need an auxil- 
iary skill at tent making, like the 
Aposile Paul, or or something else, to 
earn a living. I have often wondered 
whether that might not be a good thing, 
but I am not sure. After all, Paul did 
not minister to such a church, and, too, 
Paul never did hold a long pastorate. 
Moreover, the church would then be 
only a graduate school of Christianity, 
with no undergraduate, high school, 
lower grades, or kindergarten depart- 
* 


ments. 


It is to overcome this lag of realiza- 
tion behind ideal that youth with vision, 
loyalty, and love are called to join their 
older companions in serving the church 

to be the light of the world. ‘Help 
” is an old, 
and continually appropriate prayer. The 
church as a whole never moves up to the 
greater understanding and practice of 
Christianity, but individuals are con- 


us the slow of heart to move 


stantly doing so, perhaps more than we 
realize. The church is a school of all 
grades. The pupils do not all graduate 
together; but there is always a graduat- 


ing class, 


® EDITORS’ NOTE—Now, with the 
peblication of this helpful article, let us 
suspend the discussion of this matter in 
our columns—temporarily—while we 
move out to get some of these things ac- 
complished which we have been discuss- 
ing. But please keep us informed of 
significant gains which may be made 
here and there. 

Reprints of the entire discussion— 
editorial, article, and letters—will be 
available as a basis for young people's 
and other discussion groups: approxi- 
mately five cents per copy. 
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THE GOOD INTENTIONS OF MR. P. 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“God made man upright, but they 
have sought out many inventions.” Eccl. 


7:29. 


DECLARE, I never had such a trip 
in my life,’’ said Mrs. Jellybean to 
her preacher. “You know I always 
went in the car, and this time Mr. J. 
had the car and little Jennifer did want 
to ride the train and she never had, and 
then Mr. Pullman gets out these mar- 
velous ads. You know, those pictures of 
Pullman berths make me want to go 
sleep just looking at them, you never 
saw anything more comfortable than 


they look. Well, Jennifer and I got 
reservations and we went by train and 
. never had such a night. The train 


kept switching back and forth all 
night” (not all night, thought the 
preacher, who had been that way him 
self—-not more than three hours of it 
at most) ‘‘and the freight trains would 
come rushing and roaring right by my 
window without even slowing down, and 
I declare it seemed as if we were rid 


ing on the what-do-you-call-’ems in- 
stead of the rails, it was so rough, and 
the curves nearly threw me out of bed, 
and poor little Jennifer bumped her 
head on the upper berth and she cried 
and the next morning the other pas- 
sengers looked at us so mean, as if we 
had been the ones disturbing their 
I’m going to write Mr. Pullman 
and tell him his pictures don’t tell 
half the story.’’ 

‘“‘Well, now, Mrs. Jellybean,”’ said the 
preacher, ‘‘Mr. Pullman would be 
pleased to hear from you, I am sure.” 
(Having been in his youth a traveling 
Secretary of Something-or-other, he had 
suffered many things in many berths.) 
‘But I don’t think you could do much 
good. You see it isn’t the Pullman 
Company’s fault that you had such a 
bad night. Mr. Pullman, or his hard- 
working family, did the best they could 
Wasn’t the mattress comfort- 


sleep. 


by you. 
able?”’ 
“Indeed it was,’’ said Mrs.-Jellybean, 


“better than some of mine. And I wish 
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{ knew where they buy those Pullman 
sheets.”’ 

“And wasn’t the car clean?” 

“Yes, clean as a pin, and the porter 
was so nice to me and Jennifer too.” 

“Well, you see the Pullman Company 
delivered you all it could. Do you think 
there is anything in those pictures that 
you didn’t find on the car?”’ 

‘No, I guess it was all there and more 
besides. But still I never had a worse 
night.”’ 

‘Well, you see Mr. Pullman did his 
best. But he didn’t survey the roadbed 
and he didn’t lay the track, and he 
doesn’t hire the engineers, and as for 
the freight trains, I don’t think you 
ean hold Mr. Pullman responsible for 
them either. Those rattling freight 
cars had coal in them, or cattle, and 
somebody was in a hurry to get them. 
I dare say the meat and coal you want 
so much ¢ome to you on trains that 
disturb other people’s sleep on the 
way.” 

“That’s right,’’ admitted Mrs. Jelly- 
bean. ‘* I guess I shouldn’t blame poor 
Mr. P. I think his intentions were 
good.” 


HE NEXT TIME the preacher lay 
awake in a swaying berth he 
thought of Mrs. Jellybean and the 

good intentions of Mr. P. He is not 
the only one—he reflected—there are 
countless other people in the world with 
good intentions, people who carry them 
out honestly too, only they don’t always 
work out as intended. Something not 
in our plans often comes in to spoil the 
best intentions. 

The rough roadbed, the too frequent 
curves, these are a parable of what is 
altogether beyond our control. There 
are physical and natural conditions 
that existed before we were born, per- 
haps built-in to the world, no more to 
be changed than a rugged terrain can 
be made flat. There are evils which 
are the result of the sin or the ignorance 
of previous generations, like track laid 
out fifty years ago. There are economic 
limitations on human ideals, like a 
rough roadbed which may be the result 
of not getting enough revenue on 
freight rates to keep enough section 
gangs on duty. There are clumsy peo- 
ple, sometimes mean or negligent peo- 
ple, who send our best intentions crash- 
ing about, as a clumsy or indifferent 
switch-engine crew may do with a Pull- 
man. There are, no doubt, other good 
purposes, not related to our own, which 
require. for their success some interfer- 
ence with our own comfort, as the 
freight trains annoy the sleepy passen- 
gers. The upsetting of our plans may 
turn out to be (if we knew all) simply 
the carrying out of purposes far more 
important than our own, purposes 
which we would altogether approve, as 
Mrs. Jellybean approved the coal train. 

No man’s good intentions can operate 
in an empty world. Adam was the only 
person who could ever do as he pleased 
in a brand-new and empty world. The 
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rest of us have to reckon with long- 
standing conditions and long-sitting 
people. Our best intention run afoul 
of other people’s bad intentions, and 
alas— 

At this point the preacher’s con- 
science, which was subject to annoy- 
ing attacks of insomnia, interrupted 
him. 

“Come now,” said the small sharp 
voice. ‘‘Aren’t you one of the reasons 
why so many good intentions of God 
and men have ended on sidetracks?” 


Restrictions on Church Building 
Expected to Be Continued 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Congress- 
man Paul Shafer (R.-Mich.) said here 
he had been informed by the Office of 
Housing Expediter that restrictions on 
church construction cannot be lifted at 
this time. Joseph L. Rauh, acting 
housing expediter, turned down Shafer’s 
request that government agencies lift 
all church building restrictions. 

‘‘Needless to say, this agency is fully 
sympathetic with the desire of many 
church congregations to secure larger 
and better church buildings to accom- 
modate growing memberships,’ Mr. 
Rauh wrote Shafer. 


“At the same time, we believe that 
construction of this type as well as of 
many other worthwhile community de- 
velopments can and should be deferred 
until building materials are in much 
freer supply and until further progress 
has been made to relieve the unprece- 
dented veterans’ housing shortage. 

“This office has consistently taken the 
position that authorizations for non- 
residential building at this time should 
be held to the minimum of essential and 
non-deferrable construction in order to 
release materials and labor for urgent 
veterans’ housing construction. From 
our contacts with veterans’ organiza- 
tions, I am confident that this policy is 
strongly supported by them.” 





In the Law 


—coneerning. wills 


there are 
many provisions, but one pro- 
vision of especial importance 
is this: 

Only by a will ean the choiee 
of an executor be made. 


Make a will and name the 
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Richmond 19, Virginia 


EDITORIAL 


Calling All AMERICANS 


The recent arrest of four ‘“Colum- 
bians” by the Atlanta police for their 
anti-Negro activity has gratified many 
people who seek to bring more justice 
and goodwill into Southern race 
relations. It might be well to remem- 
ber, though, that a proper response to 
that episode calls for more than mere 
gratification. 

Our chief response should be in the 
form of a deeper humility and a keener 
vigilance. The fact that Homer Loomis, 
the Columbians’ budding ‘fuehrer,” 
happened to pick Georgia for his cru- 
sade, because to his mind it offered a 
“better field’’ than some other states, 
may tempt a good many non-Georgians 
to pride and smugness. “Thank God,” 
some may be inclined to say, “that we 
are not as bad as Georgia!” But any 
such mood will be not simply Pharisaic 
but dangerous. 

The Columbians, we need to remem- 
ber, are at bottom a symptom of a na- 
tional They are not merely 
a running sore on the body of Georgia; 
they are also a flaming sign of the moral 
sickness that our entire body 
politic. The poison which corrupts and 
undermines their patriotism pollutes 
the air of every state in the union. 











our 


disease. 


infects 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 

Therefore, before any of us takes un- 
due pleasure in the casting out of a 
mote in Georgia’s eye (if indeed it has 


been cast out), we would do well to 
give attention to the “beam in the 
eye” of our nation. That people like 


the Columbians exist and are growing 
more aggressive is a fact of far greater 
moment than the arrest of four of 
Nor will our country 
ever be safe from their un-Christian and 
un-American agitation until the deeper 
springs of our social life 
and minds 


their leaders. 


men’s hearts 
are cleansed of race hatred 
and race prejudice. 

secause the Klan spirit in whatever 
guise or disguise will always be a tow- 
ering shame and menace to our democ- 
racy, the job before us is not 
a few Georgia policemen 
Americans know 
means. 


one for 
but for all 
what 


who America 


3. . MM... dr. 


Montreat Issues 
7 


he following 
originating at 


unsigned 
Montreat, appeared in a 
UEA—United Evangeli- 

organ of the National As- 
of Evangelicals (Fundamen- 


article, 
recent issue of 
cal Action 
sociation 


talists): 


LIBERALS OPPOSE MONTREAT 
ELECTION 

Montreat, N. C.—-A vigorous protest 
from Southern Presbyterian liberals is 
being made over the recent election of 
the board of directors of Montreat As- 
sembly. It appears that conservatives 
are now in the majority on the board. 
Liberals are so aroused that they are 
instituting proceedings in synods they 
control to change the whole set-up at 
Montreat. 

Conservatives deny any particular ef- 
fort to obtain a majority in the board 
of directors. Dr. L. Nelson Bell, asso- 
ciate editor of the Southern Presbyte- 
rian Journal and former medical mis- 
sionary to China, was proposed as the 
representative of the Cottage Owner’s 
Association on the board. Liberals in 
their efforts to forestall Dr. Bell’s elec- 
tion unwittingly brought to light cer- 
tain qualifications for board member- 
ship in the by-laws of the Association 
which resulted in disqualifying some of 
their own members. If the issue had 
not been raised it is likely that liberals 
would have continued in a_ slight, 
though illegal, majority. 

The situation is intensified by the 
fact that the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, organ of conservatives in the 
denomination, is opposed to union with 
the Northern Presbyterians and is ad- 
vocating a “continuing church” in case 
of a merger. 

If the claims in the foregoing article 
are true, then: 

Thirteen of our synods are ‘liberal’ 
synods, for has been 
that many looking toward a 
thoroughgoing study of the Montreat 
structure: North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Florida, Virginia, Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Texas, and in Cen- 
tral Mississippi Presbytery. 

Other factors in the case: 

1. The so-called “liberals’’ who were 


action taken in 


at least 
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disqualified had been nominated to the 
board of directors by the Montreat man- 
agement. They were not too “liberal” 
to be wanted on the board until they 
came to differ with the management on 
certain of its policies. 

2. Dr. Bell, one of the editors of 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal, and 
prominent advocate of a ‘continuing 
church,’’ even though the church as a 
whole should vote-for Presbyterian re- 
union, was proposed as a trustee at the 
1946 Assembly by the Montreat manage- 


ment. However, the election of Dr. Bell 
to the board of directors is an _ inci- 
dental matter which has not been 
stressed. ° 


3. The Montreat article is correct in 
assuming that important issues are at 
stake. It is not a question however of 
liberals vs. conservatives. It is a ques- 
tion as to whether or not Montreat shall 
be controlled by the church as a whole, 
whether it can be so controlled unless 
changes are made in the present organi- 
zation. Long-standing differences with- 
in the board of directors, resolved only 
by the sudden shift in the board which 
occurred at the last meeting of the trus- 
tees (attended by the usual minority), 
indicate that the question is not an 
academic one. 


The Great Illusion of 
Stewardship in 1946 


The 1946 has been designated 
as the year of stewardship enlistment. 
As we iace the task of an adequate en- 
listment through stewardship of the ma- 
terial resources of our people for the 
causes of the kingacm we need to de- 
stroy an illusion which has captured the 
minds of many of our ministers today. 
The financing of the church at the bot- 
tom of the depression was desperate 
The income of the members 
of our churches had been cut until it 
was difficult for many of them to meet 
the bare necessities of life. The income 
of the richer members had been cut in 
proportion. Everybody wags scared. It 
was difficult to get money for anything. 
Churches that were caught with heavy 
debts were in desperate shape. Many of 
them their buildings. Our Home 
and Foreign Mission Committees were 
deeply in debt. Many of our preachers 
were to live: on utterly inade- 
quate salaries. 

In comparison with the days of the 
depression, the financing of the -work 
of the church in recent years has been 
easy. Debts have been paid. Salaries 
have been raised. Building funds have 
grown rapidly. Foreign and Home 
debts have been paid. Pro- 
grains of expansion have been entered 
upon. Because of all this most preachers 
are apt to have the feeling that they 
and their churches are doing better in 
stewardship than they have ever done 
before, We under the illusion of 
thinking that in these recent years we 
have made great progress in steward- 


year 


business, 


lost 


trying 


Mission 


are 


ship. 
The preacher who has this illusion 
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should read a little booklet put out by 
Charles V* Vickrey in connection with 
the National Stewardship Institute of 
The Golden Rule Foundation. The 
figures in this booklet are based on a 
study of national income from the year 
1928 (the year before the depression) 
through 1944. The year 1944 was a 
year of war with the enormous spending 
of the federal government for war re- 
flected in swollen incomes. Figures for 
1946 when available will show impor- 
tant changes (and possibly a_ better 
record in stewardship) but the general 
pattern will be the same. 

In 1928, national income was about 
80 billion and in 1944 it was about 
160 billion. Roughly national income 
doubled. But we gave 17 per cent less 
to churches and church related charities 
in 1944 than we did in 1928. In 1928, 
giving to churches and church related 
charities was about two percent of na- 
tional income. In 1944 it was less than 
one percent, National income hit the 
bottom in 1932. The support of 
churches then was a difficult business. 
But in terms of the percentage of giving 
the peak was reached in the bottom of 
the depression, At that time we gave 
about five percent of our national in- 
come to churches and church related 
charities. Let us honor the heroic giv- 
ing that saved our churches and our 
character building institutions in the 
worst depression of American history. 
We may need this kind of giving again 
in the not too distant future. 

Since the depression, national income 
has gone up—slowly at first, and then 
very rapidly in the war years. Heavy 
war-time taxation instead of being a 
hindrance to giving was a stimulant, be- 
cause gifts up to 15 percent of income 
could be deducted from our total in- 
come to be reported for taxes. But as 
our income has increased the percentage 
of our income that we have given to 
the work of the Lord has steadily de- 
creased. It would seem to be sound 
that we ought to give a larger percent- 
age of a large income than the percent- 
age which is honoring to God when our 
income is small. But at present we are 
giving only about one percent of our 
greatly increased national income when 
in 1928 we gave two percent and in 1932 
five percent. It is true that we are 
raising more money now than we have 
ever raised before, but our showing in 
terms of the percentage of the incomes 
of our people that we have enlisted for 
the service of the kingdom of God is 
poorer than it has ever been in our 
generation. 

There is some justification of this in 
terms of the decreasing purchasing 
power of money. If a man had had an 
income of $2,000 in 1932 he would find 
it much easier to pay a tenth of it to 
the Lord and live off the rest of it, than 
it would be to tithe the same income 
today and live off the amount that was 
left. But when every allowance of this 
kind has been made, the fact remaing 
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THE 
Re-Discovery of 
the Old Testament 


By H. H. ROWLEY. We cannot discard the Old 
Testament simply because we have a New 
Testament. Dr. Rowley makes it vividly clear 
that the great prophets provided the indispen- 
sable preparation for a New Testament which 
would reach to all men. Just published, $3.00 









THE 
Distinctive Ideas of 
the Old Testament 


By NORMAN H. SNAITH. By steering a mid- 
course between Hebrew and Greek ideals, tra- 
ditional Christianity has neglected many Old 
Testament ideas. Dr. Snaith explains these ideas 
and shows how the approach to the Bible 
through Greek thought has tended to destroy 
the essence of Christianity. Just published, $2.75 





The River Jordan 


By NELSON GLUECK. A richly illustrated ac- 
count of the world’s most storied river. “A veri- 
table treasure for all who love the Bible and the 
Holy Land. Written with learning, personality, 
and spiritual feeling; illustrated with extraor- 
dinary photographs.”—Dr. Millar Burrows, Yale 
Divinity School. Over 100 illustrations, $3.50 
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that as their incomes have increased the giving. The time has come for us to 
people of America have not honored God wake up from the illusion that we are 
with a proportionate increase in their doing better now than we ever have 



































Christmas Greetings 


Bear Friend: 
3 am sending gou this copy of 
The Upyer Bavor with stucece good 

















wishes for @ jogous Christmas 
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~ Instead of common-place Christmas cards, why not 
vi express your Christmas Greetings this year with 











® copies of The Upper Room? The cost is no more, but 
the personal and continuing usefulness make this 
form of Christmas remembrance much more than a 








mere greeting. Special cards to use with your gift 
copies of The Upper Room are furnished free on re- 
quest. Special Christmas envelopes for remailing The 
Upper Room are also available at nominal cost. 























A yearly subscription to The Upper Room makes an 
ideal Christmas gift. The cost is only 30 cents for 
one year, four years to one address for $1.00. Special 
gift announcement cards will be mailed upon request. 
For the Christmas remembrance that carries over into 
the New Year, give The Upper Room! 























Order Now! The January-February-March issue is ready for distribution. Ten or more 
copies to one address, 5 cents per copy. postpaid, Special Christmas envelopes, 1 cent 
each—minimum order ten cents. Individual subscriptions in U. S., Canada, Latin America, 
30 cents per year: four years $1.00. Other countries 40 cents; four years $1.35. (Gift cards- 
will be mailed to recipients of gift subscriptions on your request.) 


































Sa ara a a ee SPECIAL ORDER FORM — 
THE UPPER ROOM, Nashville 3, Tennessee 
Enclosed is $........ ...... for which please send: 














ee) mee copies of The Upper Room, Jan.-Feb.-March issue. Five cents each in quan- 
tities of 10 or more to one address. 











ita aa Christmas Greeting cards to include with above (free). 








errr Special Christmas envelopes for remailing The Upper Room, 1 cent each; 
minimum order 10 cents. 


aah ill yearly subscriptions to The Upper Room @ 30 cents each (four years $1.00). 
Attach list of names and addresses and state if you wish gift card mailed. 


rate aiikie oa leather cover cases for The Upper Room @ 75 cents each. Name lettered in 
gold, 25 cents additional (print names on separate sheet). 
































Signed 
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before. The fact is that the God who 
holds us responsible for our steward- 
ship of that with which he has trusted 
us is probably less pleased with the 
character of our giving now than at any 
time in our generation, This is the real 
reason that in 1946 we must challenge 
our people to a vision of stewardship 
enlistment which will represent a real 
dedication of the material resources of 
our people to the great causes of the 
kingdom. 


HOLMES ROLSTON. 
CHURCH NEWS 


2,000 Young People Expected 
At Nashville Missions Meeting 


Nashville, Tenn. (RNS)—Congress- 
man Walter Judd of Minnesota, former 
medical missionary to China, will ad- 
dress 2,000 young persons of the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, here December 27 
on world missions during a three-day 
youth convention on ‘‘The World, the 
Gospel, and You.’’ 

Other speakers will be Ruth Sea- 
bury of the Congregational Christian 
Church’s Foreign Mission Board; John 
A. Mackay, president of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary; Oscar Blackwelder, 
pastor of the Lutheran Church of the 
Reformation, Washington, D. C.; and 
Claude H. Pritchard, executive secretary 
of the Presbyterian Assembly’s execu- 
tive committee of home missions. 








Four commissions are preparing re- 
ports for this meeting, These will be 
sent to delegates before they leave their 
homes. During the conference thirty 
or more discussion groups will give their 
attention to the studies which are pre- 
pared. Fifteen young people and stu- 
dénts living near the respective chair- 
men form the commissions who, to- 
gether with their subjects, are: 

Harry M. Moffett, Austin, Texas, “Our 
Modern World’; Ansley C. Moore, 
Mobile, Ala., ‘‘The Sweep of Modern Mis- 
sions’’; Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, N. C., 
“Building a Christian America’; T. 
Watson Street, Fulton, Mo., ‘““My Re- 
sponsibility.”’ 


Benevolences for Seven 
Months Show Gains 


Benevolences received by agencies of 
the General Assembly for seven months 
of the church year, ending October 31, 
are reported as follows: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $413,- 
818; increase over last year, $65,660. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $168,047; 
increase, $6,762. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $74,317; decrease, 
$1,685. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $72,510; increase, $10,- 
560. 

No report from the Defense Service 
Council or the Assembly’s Training 
School. 
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The Great Master Teacher said: 


“T am the Light of the world, he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
‘ the light of life.”’ 


To Meet World Needs Today 


Our Presbyterian Colleges, without neglecting intellectual standards, emphasize the truth 
expressed by the Psalmist: ‘‘The entrance of Thy words giveth light.’-—Psalm 119:130. 


George Washington early saw our need and said: ‘‘Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political 
prosperity Religion and Morality are indispensable supports. Reason and experience both forbid us to ex- 
pect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.”’ 


Edward O. Sisson, author and lecturer, several years ago, warned: ‘‘So far as we know, history has no 
instance of a national character built up without the aid of religious instruction. Today we have increased 
demand upon character and diminished care for the cultivation of character.”’ 


Glenn Frank, while President of the University of Wisconsin, wrote: ‘Education rightly conceived 
contributes to a religion of maturity. It is vital that we keep church and state separate, but a divorce between 
education ahd religion will be fatal to the national future.” 


James J. Hill, the great railroad builder of the Northwest, made large gifts to Christian Colleges and ex- 
pressed this conviction: ‘‘The small Christian College is the hope of America. Obharacter is essential to states- 
manship and these colleges are vital factors in the development of sterling character.” 


The General Assembly spoke to all the Synods and Presbyteries: ‘This is the opportune time for 
undergirding your Educational Institutions” and directed its agencies “to devise ways and 
means of placing the entire weight of the General Assembly behind these efforts of 
Synods and Presbyteries”’ 


More Studerts for Our Colleges 


Better Colleges for Our Students 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 
Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Executive Secretary, 410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, llth, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 

Business Administration. 

Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 

Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Vocational Courses prepare to operate 
own business. 

Apartments available for married students. 
Registration Fee $5.00 
Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 











GREENBRIER COLLEGE 


Two years college preparatory and two years standard 
college work. Founded 1812. Art, Music, Dramatic Art, 
Secretarial. Exceptional social, recreational advantages. 
Modern fireproof dormitory. 
French W. Thompson, President 
Dept. PO, Lewisburg, West Virginia 








PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior ccllege for women, with last two years of high school. Also special 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. 
Applications for 1947-1948 session should be made now. 


For catalogue, write William C. Pres#y, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 














FOR AN ENDURING INVESTMENT IN 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Inquire about— 


The Living Endowment 


F. L. Jackson—Treasurer 


Davidson College 

















e A new set of coior slides for your Christmas program — just 
released. Made by a world famous producer in beautiful natural 
colors, this “packaged” program entitled “Christmas Blessings”, 
solves your problem for successful Christmas services this year 


in Church and School. 


Write your 
dealer for a 
FREE sample 
copy of the pro- 
gram guide for 
** Christmas 
Blessings.”’ 


Complete, inspirational—a grand total of 40 slides in 
natural color, 2x2 inches in size, produced especially 
for worship program use. “Christmas Blessings” 
comes with complete program guide—seventy recita- 
tions covering Old Testament prophecies, the Birth 
of Jesus, the*Visit of the Wise Men, the Meaning of 
Christmas Today. Carefully prepared, strictly Biblical 
in content, non-denominational 


Christmas worship service that will not be forgotten. 

Christmas Service Bulletin—a beautiful four- 
color reproduction of a scene from “‘Christmas Bless- 
ings” printed on a good quality white paper with a 
special finish on picture side and soft finish for mimeo- 
graph on inside. Write your dealer for your supply. 
Also ask for Christmas cards, beautiful four-color 


1 character—a scenes from the Christmas Story. 


See Your Dealer—Order EARLY! 


Expected demand for “‘Christmas Blessings’’ urges prompt action. 
When writing for sample copy of program guide, also ask for 
complete information on new series of hymn-slides for Christmas, 
all in natural colors and 2x2 inches in size. Project your favorite 
Christmas hymn in color. 


Color circular giving full list of CHURCH-CRAFT 
Bible Story Slide Sets FREE from your dealer on request 
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CHURCH-CRAFT. PICTURES, St. Louis 3,-Mo. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

J. Witherspoon Dunlap, Elberton, 
Ga., has accepted a call to the Fountain 
City, Tenn., church, effective Decem- 
ber 1. 

Preston Stevenson, Uniontown, Ala., 
has accepted a call to the Canal Street 
church, New Orleans, La. 

W. Harvell Jackson from Snow Hill, 
N. C., to First church, Florala, Ala. 

PD. C. Crawford, Jr., from Edenton, 
N. C., to Trenton, Tenn. , 

Louis J. Yelanjian from Glandale 
Springs, N. C., to 2302 12th Ave., South 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

W. H. Wakefield has resigned as pas- 
tor of the Dillingham and Ivy Park 
churches, Barnardsville, N. C. 

Eugene Alexander from Broadway, 
N. C., to Victoria, Va. 

G. C. Bidwell from Mt. Holly, Ark., to 
Prairie Grove, Ark. 

J. Clayton Lime is the new pastor of 
the Andrews, N. C., church. A former 
pastor of the Fourth church (USA), 
Newark, N. J., he ‘has served recently as 
a Naval chaplain. 

John S, Steele, Honea Path, S. C., has 
become pastor of the Beth Shiloh and 
Bowling Green (S. C.) churches, and is 
living at Bowling Green. 

R. B. Siedentopf has been received by 
Potosi Presbytery from Memphis Pres- 
bytery and has been ordained and in- 
stalled as pastor of the Potosi, Mo., 
church. 








DEATH 


R. C. Goens, Sulphur Springs, Texas, 
died at Kilgore, Texas, October 17. Mr. 
Goens was stricken while in the midst 
of a meeting at the Shell church, Kil- 
gore. 


CHAPLAINS 

Clyde H. DuBose has accepted a call 
to the Presbyterian, USA, church, Titus- 
ville, N. J. 

Roger M. Rice will be pastor at Rich- 
wood, W. Va. 

Jacob S. MacKorell was granted per- 
mission by Wilmington Presbytery at 
its recent meeting to serve the Lake 
Waccamaw group of churches. 

Eugene H. Clark has been installed as 
pastor of the Warsaw, N. C., church. 


RETIRED 

J. C. Stewart, pastor emeritus of the 
Belzoni and Mathena churches, R. E. 
Hough, Central church, Jackson, Miss., 
and W. A. Hall, Power Memorial church, 
Jackson, were honorably retired from 
the active ministry at the fall meeting 
of Central Mississippi Presbytery. 

W. M. Elliott, Sr., Saluda, N. C., has 
been honorably retired by Kings Moun- 
tain Presbytery and he has returned to 
his former home at Colorado, Texas. 
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c. H. Rogers, Selma, 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery, 


MISSIONARIES 


A cable has announced the gafe ar- 
rival in Shanghai of Mrs. §. C. Farrior, 
John 
children, Mrs. A. A. Mec- 
Fadyen, Mrs. Andrew Allison, Misses 
and Miss Florence 


Mrs. Martin A. 
Minter and 


Hopkins, Mrs. 


Elinore R. Lynch 
Nickles. 


Don E. Williams, formerly of Black 
Mountain, N. C., was scheduled to leave 
by plane from Miami on November 16 
with Mrs, Williams to take up mission 


work at Receife, Brazil. 


Ala., was 
honorably retired at a recent meeting of 





When you bank here, you are dealing 
















with 





Richmond's 





oldest 





and Vir- 


ginia’s largest bank. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 





JOHN M. MILLER, JR., 
Chairman of the Board 
H. HITER HARRIS, 
President 
Capital and Surplus Six Million Dollars 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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PECAN ADVERTISEMENT— 


Information has come to us that Mr. for RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
Hartley, of Fairhope, Ala., whose ad- 


CHOIR GOWNS * VESTMENTS 
vertisement of pecans has been appear- e 


PULPIT ROBES + HANGINGS 
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STOLES- EMBROIDERIES - Etc. 
CHURCH GOODS 
service. 


SUPPLY COMPANY 
321-23 Arch St., Phila. 7, Pa. 
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3 MACHINES IN 1 

1. The NEW DE VRY safely pro- 
jects BOTH 16mm. sound and si- 
lent films. 





2. The NEW DE VRY shows BOTH 
black and white and color film 
without extra equipment. 

9 


. The NEW DE VRY has separately 
housed 30-watt ‘‘hum-free’ am- 
plifier and speaker system afford- 
ing portable public address fa- 
cilities—indoors or out. 


PROJECTOR 





For single framé slide film. 

2. For double frame slide film. 

3. For 2” x 2” (35mm.) black and 
kodachrome slides. 





damage. 


sequence. 





SLIDE FILM PROJECTOR .. . with 


STEEL 2-WAY SLIDE CARRIER 





SLIDE PROJECTORS 





projected with a De-Vry PROJECTOR. 





cise tax)—No. 7704 





8 N. 6th Street, Richmond 9, Va. 





DE VRY MODEL ‘‘RS-ND30’’ PORTABLE 16MM. MOTION PICTURE SOUND PROJECTOR 
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TRAVELOG 


By JULIA LAKE KELLERSBERGER 





Tabora, Tanganyika Territory, 
Africa. 


E HAD TO WAIT in the lovely 
little town of Tabora over the 
weekend before getting a plane 
for Nairobi. We were near the railway 
s0 we went to meet the incoming 
train from Dar-es-Salaam. Hundreds of 
Moslems were 
returning on it 
from the Dia- 
mond Celebra- 
tion where they 
had gone to see 
their Aga Khan 
weighed in dia- 
monds (given 
by his followers 
to propagate his 
peculiar and 
Mohammedanism). 
. . . Wesaw a sign on an Indian Ducah 
(shop) which read: NEW ARRIVALS 
. GOLF CLUBS AND COLD CREAM. 
The moving picture theatre was adver- 
tising a MODERN CRIMINAL STORY. 
I suppose it came from America to in- 
struct the poor Africans as to how to 
perfect their crimes. 
+ * * 





fanatical sect of 


We visited a war cemetery . . . First 
World War casualties, for during that 
war Tabora was a hot battlefield. 

* 7 . 

Here lay, united in death, German, 
Italian, British, African and Belgian 
patriots, each fighting for what he 
thought was right. The only way they 
could be united. One poor wooden tomh- 
stone was marked, “To the unknown 
German soldier.” It was a sad place. 
Then the men in the party went to visit 
the Italian concentration camp where 
5,000 Italians from Ethopia have been 
kept during the war and still have not 
been sent back to their own country. No 
woman was allowed inside the fence. 

. * . 

On Sunday morning Eugene and I 
worshipped in the Moravian Cathedral. 
We also met members of the Salvation 
Army there who were lovely to us. 

* * * 

On Monday we took the plane for 
Tabora. It was at Tabora that Henry 
M. Stanley had told David Livingstone 
goodbye and it was here that Living- 
stone started on his last earthly trek. 
The Arab house where Livingstone 
stayed and the tree where he and 
Stanley parted are there, as is the grave 


of one of Livingstone’s party. 
sacred spot. 


It is a 


* * + 


Khartoum, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. 


We ieft Nairobi for Khartoum by 
moonlight and_ starlight. We were 
served British tea at 5:30 just as the 
muezzin in the minaret was calling 
Moslems to prayers, A plane for London 
took off into the sunrise and soon our 
plane, too, took off into the dawn. . 

As we flew along we wondered how 
people could really live on the banks of 
the steaming Nile with its backdrop of 
fiery sandy desert. . . . Then came 
Khartoum, made famous by ‘Chinese”’ 
Gordon and Kitchener and the fanatical 
Mahdi and his followers. Khartoum 
means ‘“elephant’s trunk’? because the 
shape of the peninsula resembles an 
elephant’s head and trunk. From the 
plane we could see three cities (cut into 
three parts by the Blue Nile, the White 
Nile, the two together forming the main 
Nile River which flows on to Egypt): 
Khartoum, Khartoum North and Omdur- 
man, where several hundred thousand 
people live in mud houses on the mud 
flats. 

7 * * 


On the day that Chinese Gordon was 
beheaded and his head brought, like the 
head of John the Baptist, to be exhibited 
to the Mahdi, 10,000 people were killed 
on the streets. . . This is a fanatically 
Moslem city still—the city and the 
Sudan for which Gordon, a soldier-saint, 
gave his life. His last message to a 
friend was Isa. 21:1: “The burden of 
the desert of the sea. As whirlwinds in 
the south pass through; so it cometh 
from the desert, from a terrible land.” 


* * * 


There is an expression, ‘““God laughed 
when he made the Sudan,’’ and when 
one feels the heat and sees the endless 
barren wastes, ohe can realize what is 
meant. Gordon’s favorite verse was, 
“An highway shall be there and it shall 
be called the way of holiness.” He did 
not die in vain. We saw his prayer rug 
in the beautiful Church of England 
Cathedral—worn bare where he had 
knelt in prayer on his desert campaigns. 
In the center of the street is a beautiful 
statue, so arranged that it is strikingly 
silhouetted against the skyline—Gordon 
on his camel called ‘‘Lightning,” known 
for the swiftness of the steed, . . . The 
Christians are known to the Moslems 
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as ‘“‘firewood for hell.” We have seen 

places where those Christians have truly 

formed firewood and have been burned 

at the stake for their faith, making a 

conflagration, the flames of which still 

light up a spiritually blacked-out world. 
* * x 

We slept out-of-doors beneath the 
stars at the hospital American Mission 
where we found dear friends whom we 
had known before. The Mission’s prop- 
erty is in the heart of the city. . . . I 
was so excited that first night I could 
not sleep. . 

™ * ~ 

We arrived in Khartoum during a 
feast, a fast, and a flood. For a month 
the Moslems fast until sunset and are 
not allowed to drink a drop of water or 
even to swallow their own saliva until 
the sun goes down. Imagine such suffer- 
ing in such a hot country. . .* Then 
they have four days of feasting. Stores 
close and everyone has a holiday. 

On the first morning of the feast we 
were taken to see hundreds of ardent 
worshippers of Allah bowing on the 
ground in unison, out-of-doors before 
the Mosque. They are truly unashamed 
to pray in public. Most of them had on 
new, snow-white, flowing robes, but 
white is hard to get now, and so, for the 
first time, perhaps in history, many of 
the robes were pale blue and pink and 
yellow. It made a beautiful pageantry 
but it was a sad sight to us who worship 
the Holy Trinity. 

* ~ * 

We saw many on the streets reading 
the Koran. Passages from the Koran 
are rubbed over the body to make it 
well, or they are dissolved in water and 
the inky water is given to the sick to 
drink. Many of the worshippers had 
tribal markings on their faces—gashes 
filled with soot, herbs and sesame oil to 
make the scars thick and prominent. 
(May we carry about with us as surely 
the mark of the Lord Jesus Christ upon 
our souls.) 


i ~*~ * 
In Nairobi I visited a_ beautiful 
Mosque. . . . I watched hundred of 


hungry people waiting in line to receive 
fruit, figs and dates to eat when the fast 
should be broken af the striking of the 
hour. I watched them as they bathed 
their feet in ceremonial cleansing, and 
then drank of the water. [I watched 
them put their shoes off their feet, for 
they considered this Holy Ground, and 
I heard the priest, through loud 
speakers, chanting the Koran, I climbed 
one minaret and stood watching the 
muezzin in the other minaret as he 
called to prayer, ‘Allah Akbar. God 
is great. There is but one God and 
Mohammed is his prophet.” I saw the 
women, separate from the men, take off 
their shoes, bathe in sacred ceremony, 
and kneel in black veils on their prayer 
rugs, faces toward Mecca, I prayed that 
I might be as true to my faith as they 
tried to be to theirs. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


~ Paul in Athens and Corinth 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 24 


Acts 17:15-28a; 18:1-4; I Cor. 1:22-25; 3:1-3 


We continue this week our study of 
Paul’s second missionary journey. Paul 
had traveled through ‘Syria, Cilicia, and 
Galatia, strengthening the churches. He 
was not allowed to preach in Asia or 
Bithynia, but was induced by a vision 
to cross over into Europe. He preached 
first in Philippi, then in Thessalonica. 
and then in Beroea. He left Philippi 
because he was requested to do so by the 
city authorities. He was forced to leave 
Thessalonica because of a riot. Jews 
from Thessalonica followed him _ to 
Beroea and stirred up the people, so 
that his friends thought it was best to 
send him forth to Athens. He waited 
here in great loneliness of spirit for 
Silas and Timothy, having sent them 
word to come to him with all speed. 


I. In Athens: An Intellectual Center 

For many years Athens was the most 
important city in Greece. Its intellec- 
tual and artistic achievements have laid 
the whole world under everlasting debt. 
In Paul’s day its glory had somewhat 
faded. But it remained preeminent as 
the intellectual and artistic capital of 
the world. All the great philosophical 
schools had their headquarters there. 
It was the greatest university city in 
the Empire. Preeminent in literature, 
art, and philosophy, the city was hos- 
pitablc also to religion. She rivaled 
Rome in the number of her cults. A 
contemporary writes ironically that in 
Athens there were more gods than men. 


The multiplicity of altars and wor- 
ships stirred Paul to action. It seems 
that he had not intended to preach in 
Athens, at least so quickly. He was 
resting, waiting for the coming of Silas 
and Timothy. But while he waited, his 
spirit was provoked within him at see- 
ing the city so ‘full of idols.” He pro- 
ceeded without delay, therefore, to 
carry the gospel to the synagogues, 
speaking as usual to the Jews and also 
to the devout Gentiles who were ac- 
customed to worship there. In addition 
he argued publicly with those who 
would listen in the market place (the 
center of the city’s life). This was a 
hew departure for Paul, but in keep- 
ing with the Athenian practice, where 
exponents of the various philosophies 
vied for the popular attention. Paul 
mounted his ‘‘soap-box’’ and lifted his 
voice among the rest. It is another 
illustration of the readiness with which 
he adapted himself to the local situ- 
ation. 

People in Athens, Luke says, ‘“‘spent 
their time in nothing else, but either 
to tell or to hear some new thing.” The 
word here translated ‘new,’ Trench 
reminds us, means “something not only 
hew but sufficiently diverse from what 
had gone before to stimulate a jaded 
and languid curiosity.” Some newer 
thing, the word might be translated. 


Paul’s mgssage, therefore, was heard 
with keen relish. It was not long, how- 
ever, before he encountered representa- 
tives of the two chief schools of philoso- 
phy in the city, the Epicurean and 
the Stoic. 

The Stoics were idealists, the Epi- 
cureans were utilitarians. The Stoics 
taught that virtue was the chief end of 
life; the Epicureans insisted that it was 
pleasure. The latter did not deny the 
possible existence of gods, but held that 
sense perception was the only basis of 
knowledge, and that the gods had noth- 
ing to do with human aftairs. The 
Stoics, on the other hand, were Pan- 
theists; they believed that every man 
possessed within him a spark of the 
divine reason, and so in a sense is akin 
to God. The professors of these two 
schools of philosophy viewed Paul as 
an unauthorized invader of their prov- 
ince, and, forgetting for a moment their 
mutual jealousy, made common cause 
against him. Some of them sneered at 
him and affected to regard him as an 
unintelligible quack, merely a babbler. 
Others took a more serious view. They 
understood him to speak of Jesus and 
the ‘‘Resurrection” (a feminine word 
in the Greek) as two powers of divini- 
ties; they thought that, according to 
Paul, Jesus was a god and Resurrection 
a goddess. ‘‘He seems to be a pro- 
claimer of strange divinities,’ they con- 
cluded. It was for this reason that 
they took hold of Paul and brought him 
into the Areopagus (K. J., Mars’ Hill). 
According to the translation of the 
K. J.: ‘‘Mars’ Hill’”—-we have men- 
tioned here the place where Paul was 
carried that he might set forth his new 
doctrine. According to the translation 
of the R. V.—‘‘Aeropagus’’—the refer- 
ence is more probably to the supreme 
court of Athens, a court which held gen- 
eral oversight over the morals and edu- 
eation of the people. “Among the 
activities of the Agora,’’ says Kirsopp 
Lake, ‘‘none would be more important 
than those of controlling lecturers, who 
used the open space of the Agora for 
advocating their theories. Obviousiy 
there must have been some control over 
these lectures or the scene would soon 
have rivaled Babel, and it is extremely 
probable that this control was exercised 
by the Aeropagus. . . Paul may have 
been brought before them to. see 
whether he was suitable to lecture or 
on the general ground that he was 
creating a disturbance.”’ 


Paul’s Address on Mars’ Hill 
We have the introduction to Patl’s 
speech in vss. 22-23. The R. V. here 
is certainly correct. Paul did not 
accuse the elite of Athens of being too 
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superstitious. He was far too tactful 
for that. He said: ‘In all things I per- 
ceive that you are very religious, for 
as I passed along I found an altar with 
this inscription, ‘To an unknown God.’ 
What, therefore, you worship in igno- 
rance, this I set forth unto you.” By 
these remarks he won the attention of 
his audience and set forth the theme 
of his discourse. His purpose, as ke 
himself stated, was to describe the God 
whom they ignorantly worshipped. He 
proceeded to make three statements re- 
garding this unknown God, and to draw 
one or two practical conclusions from 
each of these statements. 

l. He is the Creator of the world 
(24-25). The God whom the Athenians 
ignorantly worshipped made the world 
and all things therein. He is the Lord 
of heaven and earth. It follows (a) 
that he does not dwell in temples made 
with hands; (b) that he is not served 
by man’s hands, as though he needed 
what man can give, when he himself 
gives to all life and breath and all 
things. Both of these conclusions were 
attacks on the idolatry of the day. 

2. He has made all men one (26-29). 
‘“‘He made of one every nation of men’”’ 
—of one what? Of one blood, of one 
family, of one fundamental human 
nature—we cannot be sure. But it 
makes little difference. For it all 
amounts to the same thing in the long 
run. Beneath all the superficial dif- 
ferences of race and of class, mankind 
is essentially one. There is no master 
race, no people who are constitutionally 
inferior to another, no people doomed 
forever to be hewers of wood and 
drawers of water. 

Some Bible students try to avoid this 
plain teaching of God’s word (which is 
confirmed by modern science) by re- 
ferring to the curse pronounced on Ham 
and his descendants (the Negroes) in 
Genesis 9:26. This interpretation errs 
in three respects: (1) Noah _ pro- 
nounces the curse and not God (there 
is a difference); (2) the curse is pro- 
nounced on Canaan and not on Ham; 
(3) the descendants of Canaan are not 
Negroes at all, but white people, the 
Canaanites, who inhabited Palestine 
when the land was taken over by the 
Israelites (see Gen. 10:15). 

Some in our own church in recent 
days have tried to escape the plain 
meaning of Paul’s words by quoting 
the rest of the verse as though the last 
clause somehow annulled the first: ‘‘He 
made of one every nation of men to 
dwell on the face of the earth, having 
determined their appointed seasons and 
the bounds of their habitation.”” The 
last clause adds an additional thought, 
that is all. North America was origi- 


nally inhabited by red men, then white .- 


men came, and then black men—it was 
all in the divine providence. And so 
it is God’s will that we work out our 
destiny together, remembering always 
that we are of one blood, one nature, 
one common parentage—brothers under 
the skin. These words of Paul have 
profound implications for modern race 
relations. 
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Paul was more concerned, however, 
with God’s primary purpose in creating 


all men of one. That purpose was that 


all men should seeks and find God, 
though he is not far from any one of 
us, for in him we live and move and 


It follows that only in 
one of us realize our 
that all of us 


have our being. 
him can any 
fullest possibilities- 
whether we realize it or not are de- 
pendent upon him, not only for our 
life, but also for all that ministers unto 
our life. 


“As certain even of your own poets 


have said, ‘For we are also his oft- 
spring.’’ The quotation indicates that 
Paul was to some extent acquainted 


with Greek literature, and that he gladly 
recognized that in this litera- 
ture there was true spiritual insight, 
genuine knowledge of God. 3ut it sug- 
gests a great deal more. If all men are 


some of 


God’s offspring then all men are the 
children of God (some _ Christian 
leaders deny this fact), even though 


some are prodigal sons who have wan- 
dered into a far country, and are 
actually living as sons of the devil, and 
all men are brothers 
deny this important corollary) even 
though that brotherhood has net yet 
been realized, as it can be realized only 
in Christ. 

3. He is the final Judge of all men 
(30-31). This God who created the 
world, and who created all men of one 
that they might feel after him and find 
him, will at last’ judge the world in 
righteousness. He overlooked the sins 
of men when they ignorant of 
his will, but now at last he commands 
all men to repent, for he has appointed 
a day in which he will judge the world 
by the Man whom he has ordained. He 


(some Christians 


were 


has given all men assurance of that 
fact in that he raised him——the future 
Judge of men—from the dead. 


The Success of Paul’s Gospel 


Paul had now entered upon this prac- 
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tical appeal, but he was not allowed to 
finish. ‘“‘We thought that Resurrection 
the name of a goddess,” they no 
doubt said one to the other. ‘And, lo, 
it turns out that by resurrection he 
means that a man has been raised from 
the dead.’ To this cultured, sophisti- 
cated audience the very idea of a resur- 
rection seemed absurd. “Some of them 
greeted it with scoffs, while others more 
courteous, but no less contemptuous, 
told him that they would hear him on 
They had no leisure for 
It was an ignominious de- 
nouement, but it was so far satisfactory 
that it ended the proceedings and re- 
lieved the Apostle from further legal 
annoyance. The case was laughed out 
of court, and Paul was set at liberty. 
Ridicule is fatal to a and now 
that he was the jest of the keen-witted 
city he could preach there no longer. 
His ministry had been brief, lasting per- 
haps about.a month, and it had achieved 
little.’”’ 


was 


some occasion. 
such folly. 


cause, 


It is not fair to say, however, as some 
do (quoting I Cor. 2:1-5) that Paul’s 
ministry in Athens was a failure, or 
before the Aeropagus 

It was a marvelous 
address, skillfully adapted to his au- 
dience, and even though he was not 
allowed to finish his remarks certain 
men clave unto him and believed. One 
of these was a personage of impor- 
-Dionysius, a member of the 
council of the Aeropagus (the supreme 
court of Athens). Of the others only 
one, a woman, is named. Her name is 
the kind of name borne by Athenian 
courtesans (many of whom were women 
of breeding and culture), and we know 
in addition that women of good repu- 
(Mrs. Dionysius, for example) 

attend gatherings in 

There were only a few mem- 
bers in that early church in Athens, 
but one of them was a member of the 
supreme court, another almost certainly 
was a woman of ill fame. 


address 
was ill conceived. 


that his 


tance 


tation 
did not 
Athens. 


public 





ANY times in history 
shipped them. 
the military 
the god or gods in question. 
interest to him in 
brew God. 


The 


with an unassailable position. 
things, is not a racial divinity. 
men’”’ he belongs to all. 


God, 


World War II as did blood plasma. 


of his blood after it went into the 


the donor had been determined. 





average 
Hebrew culture, attached 


Probably no medical discovery of 


The Layman’s View 


By J. WILSON McCUTCHAN 


gods have been identified by the races who wuor- 
The power of a divine essence was often measured by 
prowess and political influence of the people reverencing 


Greek, 
almost 


finding little of value or 


no significance to the He- 


The everyday Roman citizen, thinking of Judea as a subjugated 
and minor province, rated the God of the Jews accordingly. 

Paul recognized this tendency when he was in Athens, and he met it 
the 
Because he 


Creator of all and of all 


‘“‘made of one blood all nations of 


peoples 


recent years savea as many lives in 


No donor placed reservations on the use 
“bank.’’ No 
stopped tHe life-giving stream from flowing into his veins until the race of 


sufferer on the battlefield 


Almost two thousand years have been required to demonstrate a physica! 
truth that is both spiritual and eternal as well. 
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Corinth—A Great Commercial 
City 

Though Paul did not fail in Athens, 
it is certain that he did not accomplish 
as much in this city as he had in others 
in which he had visited. When he came 
to Corinth, a flourishing commercial 
city, the largest in which he had yet 


labored, he was plainly depressed (I 
Cor. 2:1-5). He remained here, how- 


ever, a year and a half, in spite of dis- 
couragements and in spite of all temp- 
tations that came to him to throw up 
the sponge (cf. Acts 18:9-11). When 
he left he had accomplished the greatest 
work of his life (up to this point). Sub- 
sequently both Peter and Apollos, an 
eloquent and gifted man, profound in 
his philosophy, visited the church. In 
time, four parties arose, one holding to 
Paul, another to Apollos, another to 
Peter, while the fourth group set them- 
selves over against all the others as the 
only true Christians (1:12). 

When Paul, then in Ephesus, heard 
of this situation (along with other diffi- 
culties) he sat down and wrote his first 
letter to the Corinthians. In this letter 
Paul points out that Christ shares his 
atoning work with no one—neither 
Apollos, not Paul, nor Peter (nor 
Luther, nor Calvin, nor Wesley). There- 
fore, the loyalty of Christians, should 
center only about him. If it does, then 
there is an end to parties. 

In the section from which our scrip- 
ture is taken he seems to be addressing 
himself more explicitly to the followers 
of Apollos, who disparaged him because 
he spoke in such simple elementary 
terms and was not so profound or so 
eloquent as Apollos. 

Paul points out that the gospel—in 
its substance (i. e., the cross of Christ) 
—represents God’s wisdom and not 
man’s (1:18-31). Man in his wisdom, 
argues Paul, cannot find God. God’s 
wisdom, however, is revealed in the 
cross, foolishness to the Greeks who de- 
manded a brilliant exposition of a pro- 
found system of thought, a stumbling- 
block to the Jews, who demanded that 
their belief should be compelled by 
startling manifestations of God’s power, 
but the power of God to them that be- 
lieved. The evidence for this fact is 
found in the converts to the.gospel (in 
both Athens and Corinth). There are 
not many wise, mighty, noble, but those 
who have responded have found in him 
righteousness, sanctification, redemp- 
tion. 

(2) The gospel—in its presentation— 
represents God’s wisdom and not man’s 
(2:1-15). When the gospel really comes 
to man’s heart it is due not to the 
wisdom of the preacher, but to the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The point of 
the whole argument is that if the mes- 
sage itself comes from God and if it is 
God’s Spirit which applies it to the heart 
of men, then believers should glory not 
in Paul or Apollos or Calvin or Wesley 
or the Methodist Church or the Presby- 
terian Church, put in God (cf. 1:31). lf 
we gloried only in him then our fac- 
tions would cease. 

He goes on to explain that he had 
preached the simple gospel in Corinth 
because they were still babes in Christ, 
carnal, in that the Spirit had not yet 
taken a decided preponderance over the 
instincts of the flesh, their unregenerate 
human nature. Because you were babes, 
beginning in the school of Christ, not 
yet completely surrendered to the Spirit, 
I fed you with milk, not meat, says 
Paul. Milk would represent the foun- 
dation truths of Christianity, Jesi.s and 
him crucified, the need of repentance 
and faith. Meat would represent what 
Paul has called ‘‘wisdom,”’ the contem- 
plation of the divine plan in its entirety. 
And you still have need of the elemen- 
tary food, Paul continues. The fact that 
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there is so much jealousy and strife in 
your midst makes it clear that you are 
worldly rather than mature in your 
Christian experience. 

According to Paul, those who foster 
dissension in the church are still car- 
nal, the spirit has not triumphed over 
the instincts of their unregenerate 
human nature. Is this still true? The 
tragic division of our modern Prot- 
estantism would seem to indicate that 
we have not yet apprehended the truth 
which Paul endeavored to set forth. The 
tragic division of mankind into classes, 
races, and nations certainly indicates 
that we have not yet laid hold of the 
truth which he set forth on Mar’s Hill. 

God has made of one every nation of 
men to dwell on the face of the earth, 
having determined their appointed 
seasons and the bounds of their habi- 
tations—how can we bring this truth 
home to men today? What does it 
mean to us? 
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College Records Broken 
To the Editors: 


When I became a professor at David- 
son College in 1887 the institution had 
never enrolled more than a hundred stu- 
dents in any year since its foundation. 
Several years later I began lecturing be- 
fore high schools and churches with the 
avowed purpose of increasing its enroll- 
ment. 

One of the leading professors then made 
a speech in a Faculty meeting against all 
such efforts, making this confident pre- 
diction: “Whenever our student body be- 
comes so large that any professor walk- 
ing through the campus cannot recognize 
the face and name of every student he 
meets, our students will run riot in every 
kind of misbehavior and wickedness.” 

This incident is recalled to my mind as 
I have just read in the last issue of TIME 
the enrollment this year at a list of our 
leading institutions of learning. Our 
smaller North Carolina colleges have en- 
rolled record-breaking numbers, but 
TIME’S figures seem almost incredible. 

The City College of New York has en- 
rolled 27,000, the University of California 
47,864, New York University 39,500, Co- 
lumbia 28,108, Ohio State 24,000, the Uni- 
versity of Illinois 24,332, ete. 

In the higher education of her citizens 
the America of Tomorrow will certainly 
lead the world. 

HENRY LOUIS SMITH. 
Greensboro, N. C. 


Recreation Workshop 


To the Editors: 


The first Recreation Workshop for Pres- 
byterian Leaders will be conducted under 
the leadership of Dr. Harold J. Dudley, 
D. D., Wilson, N. C., at the Atlantic Chris- 
tian College, Wilson, December 30-Janu- 
ary 2. The cost of tuition, room and board 
is $12.50. The workshop includes philos- 
ophy and theory and the following prac- 
tical phases of church recreation: Arts 
and Crafts, Visual Aid, Dramatics, Music, 
including singing and folk games. Min- 
isters, directors of religious education and 
other church leaders are eligible and 
should contact the, director of the school 
for further information. 

HAROLD J. DUDLEY. 
Wilson, N. C. 
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Choice Books of AUGSBURG Quality 











BIRTHDAYS 


A Poem and Scripture Text For Each 
Day in the Year 


This lovely book is ideal for Christ- 
mas gift. Full page for each day— 
with short poem at the top and a 
Scripture verse at the bottom, and 
space for recording birth dates of 
relatives and friends. Size, 3-1/2 x 
4-7/8. Boxed, 


Regular OGMIOR .....cccccecs $1.00 
DOMMEO GUMIOM 2... cc cccccecs $1.25 





point of view. 








LET’S SING 
By M. Burnette Thompson 
Illustrated by Stryker Ingerman 


This is without doubt one of the 
finest books of children’s songs ever 
published and will become one of 
your child’s dearest possessions. The 
songs are short, simple, many of 
them __ sentence-length. All have 
charming melodies such as children 
love. 


48 page, cloth-bound, 12% x9%%, $2. 


Published by AUGSBURG PUBLISHING HOUSE, Minneapolis, Minn. 





personality, sex, 


their often bewildering adolescent daughters. 


CHRISTMAS 


An American Annual of Christmas Literature 


and Art 


Edited by Randolph E. Haugan 


Always a favorite, this year’s edition is lovelier 
than ever. Beautifully illustrated with full-color 
art reproductions, 
stories, poems, and music, CHRISTMAS is sure 
to be in greater demand than ever. (This year’s 
print order calls for 140,000 copies.) 


photographs, Christmas 


Paper cover (in gift envelope) .......... $1.00 





For Girls It’s 


STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 
by Alice M. Hustad 


All phases of a girl’s life are discussed from a Christian 
A frank, sympathetic presentation of 
questions a girl wants answered on appearance, health, 
love, and careers. Parents will want 
to read this book, also, in an effort to understand better 


$1.50 


GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY 
By O. Hallesby 


For Christians everywhere in all 
walks of life. Deeply spiritual but 
very applicable Scriptural truths for 
daily worship and Christian living 
presented in simple and direct style. 
Based on brief, well-chosen Bible pas- 
sages. Beautifully bound in red with 
decoration in black and gold. 


Ue GER: 5.5 oa cike mis warerels $1.00 





PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORE 


1814 Main St., Dallas 1, Texas 


8 N. 6 St., Richmond 9, Virginia 
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gic? THE REVISED-—— 
ieee === STANDARD VERSION 


-—— 


of the 


HEW TESTAMENT 


The glorious stories of Christmas—the birth of the infant 
Jesus, the dramatic song of the angels, the wondering wor- 
ship of the shepherds, the gift-bearing journey of kings— 
all come to us from the New Testament—originally writ- 
ten in Greek in the first century A.D. 





Earnest, consecrated translators and scribes have pre- 
served these writings through the centuries and made them 
~~ __ FEATURES available to people of many languages and lands. 
Modern English Logical paragraphing 
553 pages—size 5 x 7% and punctuation 
Large type—running Pronunciation indicated 


from margin to margin Cross references at the most recent authorized version, is the result of years of 
Poetry in verse form bottom of the page 


The Revised Standard Version of the New Testament, the 


study by the foremost Biblical scholars of America. 
“An Introduction To The Revised Standard ’ 
Version of the New Testament” To read the Christmas story in this new version in beauti- 
The chapters of this book bave been written by ful, clear English, freed from archaic words and phrases, 
members of the Committee which bas worked : : bis 1: 
senses Sohal Sinathed Penta ile Hie is to experience a new, fresh joy in the familiar record of 
Testament, published in February, 1946. They the birth of the Prince of Peace. 
are addressed to the general public, and are 
72 pages, 25¢ designed to help the reader of the Bible to BLUE BINDING, price protected $2.00 
understand the main principles which bave 


guided this comprebensive revision of the King James and American FOR SALE AT ALL BOOKSTORES 
Standard Versions. 








